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STATUS OF DRUG QUALITY IN THE STREET-DRUG MARKET 

To launch our third year of publication, it seems desirable to give 
our readers a quick survey of the street-drug market as it currently 
operates. The largely self-explanatory tables printed in this issue 
were abstracted from a paper presented by Brown and Malone on October 
15, 1973 at the International Symposia on Alcohol ind Drug Research 
held in Toronto, Canada. 

Three of Lhe 4 street-drug analysis programs summarized here are 
based in California: (i) University of the Pacific, '(ii) PharmChem 
Laboratories of Palo Alto, and (iii) LAC-USC Medical Center of Los 
Angeles. The data from the fourtilprogram, Metro Drug Awareness of 
Minneapolis, Minn., have been included since they represent reliable 
results from an entirely different geographic area relatively far re­
moved from the others. Analytical results have been summarized using 
the alleged content of the individual samples. Results include only 
those drug samples assayed from November 1970 through June 30, 1973. 
The California data actually reflects the entire west coast market. 
PharmChem does analyses for the University of Oregon as well as for 
the San Francisco area. The University of the Pacific screens samples 
for Western Washington State College in Bellingham, in addition to 
the Stockton and San Francisco areas. The LAC-USC Medical Center pro­
gram receives the majority of their samples from southern California 
and primarily from the greater Los Angeles area. 

Cocaine is currently the "status" drug and has a market price of $950 
to $1,500 per ounce. This is the price regardless of whether the 
product is 100% pure, 6% pure cocaine, 34% cocaine with 4% lidocaine, 
or 100% amphetamine. This high selling price is the major incentive 
for a dealer to reduce the amount of cocaine in a sample, to adulterate 
with a local anesthetic, or to substitute with another drug. As shown 
in Table I, approximately 55% of the alleged cocaine samples analyzed 
contained various amounts of cocaine only, approximately 22% were 
cocaine mixed with a local anesthetic, while the remaining 23% contain­
ed another drug or no drug at all. The toxicity of a mixture of cocaine 
with a local anesthetic is not noticeably affected provided the mixture 
is taken as a snuff; however, if the mix is injected, the combination 
can be lethal. 

Drug experimenters generally consider the mescaline-induced state to 
be pleasant and without the danger of overdosage often encounted with 
street LSD. Hence, they prefer to buy "mescaline" rather than LSD. 
However, natural mescaline is generally unavailable to the dealer and 
its synthesis is relatively costly and difficult. Still the dealer 
provides for his market. Although the usual effective dose of mescaline 
is widely known to be 300-400 mg., the single "hits" of alleged mesca­
line weighed in our laboratory had a total single-dose weight of only 
10 to 150 mg. As shown in Table II, 581 alleged mescaline samples were 
analyzed by the 3 California groups. Of these, 356 samples contained 
various amounts of LSD only -- from a low of 20 micrograms to a high of 
450-500 micrograms of LSD per sample (20 micrograms of LSD is ineffect­
ive, and any dose over 200 micrograms will produce toxic symptoms un­
less the individual is a chronic user and tolerant to LSD). 

The illicit LSD market has changed very little since 1967. The analyt­
ical results of 581 alleged LSD-containing street drugs are tabulated 
in Table III. The findings of all the laboratories are similar --
most samples contained varying amounts of LSD and occasionally phen-
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Table I - Summary of the Results of Analyses of 361 Alleged 
Cocaine-Containing Street-Drugs 

Group Actual Chemistry Number 

Reporting Cocaine + 
Not 

of 
Cocaine Local Other 

Identified 
Results Anesthetics Samples 

Univ. of the 
10 6

a 
S

b 
5 26 

Pacific 

PharmChem 
103 42

c 
14

d 
9 168 

Laboratories 

LAC-USC 
73 34 33

e 
4 144 

Med.Center 

Metro Drug 
11 s

f 
3 23 

Awareness 

Totals 197 83 60 21 361 

a
Consists of: 4 cocaine+procaine, cocaine+procaine+benzocaine, 
1 cocaine+procaine+butacaine. 

b
identified as 1 h eroin+amphetamine, 2 procaine, 1 phencyclidine 

(PCP), and 1 •soap.• 
c

Consists of : 20 cocaine+procaine, 13 cocaine+xylocaine, 
2 cocaine+benzocaine, 4 cocaine+procaine+xylocaine, 2 cocaine+ 
benzocaine+xylocaine, 1 cocaine+local anesthetic. 

d
identified as 1 cocaine+PCP, 2 benzocaine, 3 procaine, 
4 xylocaine, 1 cocaine+PCP+LSD, 3 amphetamine. 

e
Consists of 14 local anesthetics, 2 amphetamine, 2 heroin, 4 PCP, 
1 saccharine, 1 tyramine, 1 heroin+caffeine, 2 barbiturates, 1 LSD, 
1 caffeine, 1 potassium nitrate, 1 coca leaves, 1 cocaine+codeine, 
1 inorganic sulfate, 1 methapyrilene+caffeine+salicylamide. 

f
identified as 2 procaine and 6 xylocaine. 

cyclidine (PCP) was detected in addition to LSD. The addition of PCP 
to LSD makes medical treatment of overdosage hazardous. The allegations 
that street-LSD samples frequently contain strychnine appears to be un­
founded. We have analyzed several samples thought to contain strychnine 
on the basis of toxic symptoms, but in each case only LSD was detected 

-- however, the amount of LSD detected per "hit" was excessive (rang­
ing between 300 and 500 micrograms). None of the other groups doing 
street drug analyses has reported strychnine in any LSD-containing 
sample. The answer is that large doses of LSD mimic the symptoms of 
strychnine poisoning, and large doses of LSD (over 200 micrograms) are 
frequently encountered on the street-drug market. 
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Table II - Summary of the Results of Analyses of 640 Alleged 
Mescaline-Containing Street-Drugs 

Group Actual Chemistry Number 

Reporting LSD Not of 

MESC LSD + PCP Identified 
Results PCP or Other Samples 

Univ. of the la 

Pacific 50 4 22b 78 

PharmChem 15c 

Laboratories 95 34 4 10d 158 

LAC-USC lOe 

Med.Center 211 72 14 38f 345 

Metro Drug 
Awareness 20 20 8 11 59 

Totals 26 376 130 27 81 640 

3, 

aidentified as peyote cactus [Lophophora williamsii (Lem.)Coult.J.
bincludes: 2 amphetamine, 1 cocaine, 1 Cannabis sativa, 

1 LSD+amphetamine, 1 tetracycline, and 16 not identified. 
cincludes 3 peyote cactus. 
dincludes: 1 methamphetamine+phenobarbital, 1 LSD+amphetamine,

1 STP(4-methyl-2,5-dimethoxyphenylisopropylamine), and 
7 not identified. 

eincludes 4 peyote cactus. 
fincludes: 2 LSD+amphetamine, 2 STP, 1 LSD+caffeine, 1 LSD+ 

methamphetamine, 2 acetaminophen, and 30 not identified. 

The use of the magic mushrooms (Psilocybe mexicana Heim) by Mexican 
Indians and sensational reports on this practice in the popular press 
have created a real market for their active ingredient -- psilocybin. 
The analytical results of 284 alleged psilocybin-containing samples 
are summarized in Table IV. The results show that pure psilocybin is 
simply not available on the street. The majority of these samples 
(62%) contained LSD only while 11.3% contained a mixture ,of LSD and PCP. 
Ten real psilocybin-containing mushrooms were identified by two of the 
California groups (PharmChem, LAC-USC). In our laboratory, 3 alleged 

psilocybin-containing mushrooms were only garden-variety mushrooms to 
which LSD had been added to give activity. 

Pure tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the active ingredient of Cannabis 
sativa L., continues to be offered to the public of the street-drug 
market. This compound, in a pure form, is not available whatsoever. 
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